Royal Army Medical Corps
David Paton Lindsay M.B. ChB
David was born in about 1883, and married Jessie Dickie Smith Lindsay. He served in the Royal Army Medical Corps and was posted to East Africa in June 1917, possibly to the No. 3 East African Stationary Hospital. He was promoted to Temporary Lieutenant shortly after. He died on 2nd December 1918, by which time he had been promoted to Captain. His military records show his address as Springbank, Uphall, West Lothian. However, shortly after his death his widow, Jessie, was living at Walmer Terrace, Eighton Banks. He is buried in plot: VI. A. 1. at the Upanga Road Cemetery in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania. He would probably be entitled to the Victory Medal and the British War Medal.
William Moore

William was born in about 1882, the son of Ralph and Isabella Moore, of Pasture Fields, Eighton Banks. His father was employed as a general labourer and on leaving school William gained employment as a grindstone turner. In the 1911 census he was employed as a coal miner. He lived at 2 Sandy Lane, Eighton Banks, with his wife Jane Ann Moore. They had four children born between 1906 and 1915. His parents later lived in Jubilee Avenue. He joined the Royal Army Medical Corps on a short service attestation in 1915. He served with the 42nd East Lancs. Field Ambulance with the service number 22983. He was discharged as medically unfit on 9th June 1916 and died on 20th November later that year.

The King’s (Liverpool) Regiment
William Raine M.C.

William was born in about 1891, the son of John and Mary Raine of Station Cottages, Byers Green.  John was employed as a platelayer on the North Eastern Railway. William married Sarah Ann Dodds Raine in 1916 and they lived in Prospect Terrace, Eighton Banks. William served firstly as a Trooper with the Northumberland Hussars, regimental number, 2216. He was promoted through the ranks, becoming a Captain with 9th Battalion (Territorial), The King’s (Liverpool) Regiment. He also served his company as acting adjutant, with responsibility for 

He was awarded the Military Cross in January 1917, whilst a 2nd/Lieutenant. This award had been created in December 1914 for ranks of captain and below.  It was to be awarded for 'an act/acts of exemplary gallantry during active service operations against the enemy on land'. His citation reads

For consistent good service and devotion to duty for a period of 25 months in France. 

This officer rendered good service as a platoon commander in this Battalion from October, 1915 to April, 1916. Since May 1916 he has rendered particularly good service as Acting Adjutant. 

He proved of great assistance during active operations on the Somme, from August to October 1916, working under very trying circumstances and often heavy fire, particularly during the attack near GUILLEMONT 12.8.1916 and operations near FLEURS 25.9.1916

He was wounded in France on 7th September 1918, and died the following day. His widow, Sarah was now living at Red Lion Inn, Eighton Banks. He is also remembered with a photograph in the Gateshead War Honours Scrapbook 1914-1920. William's brother Matthew also served with the Northumberland Hussars and was killed in action on 30th October 1917. They are both commemorated on the Byers Green War Memorial.
Thomas Littlefair
Thomas was born in Boyne Colliery, in Langley Moor, County Durham, in about 1884. He was the second of six children born to John and Mary Littlefair. Some time between 1901 and 1911 the family moved to live on the Long Bank, Eighton Banks. On leaving school he became a coal miner, like his father. He married Ethel Collins at St. Peter’s Church in Liverpool, her home town, on 21st June 1913. He enlisted in Bootle, Liverpool, and served as a Private with 7th Battalion, The King’s (Liverpool) Regiment, regimental number, 266053. He was killed in action on the Western Front on 31st October 1917. He is buried in plot: I. D. 25 at Solferino Farm Cemetery, Ypres, West Flanders, Belgium. He was the brother in law of Vincent Chisholm who is also remembered on the memorial in St. Thomas Church.

Northumberland Fusiliers

Frederick Joseph Aisbett

Frederick was born in about 1891/2 in Gateshead. In the 1901 census he is recorded as a schoolboy living with his widowed mother, Margaret, who was a self employed dressmaker and his brother Norman, who was a year younger. Also living with the family was his mother’s sister, Ann Stott, so he may have been related to the Stott family, of whom two are also remembered on the memorial. The family lived at Rock Cottages, Wrekenton, on the site of the present Co-op. In the 1911 census he is recorded as a grocer living at home at the Old School House, Wrekenton, with Norman, his mother, his stepfather Robert Dobson and four younger half-siblings. He originally served in the Durham Light Infantry, regimental number 30449, and later transferred to 13th Battalion, Northumberland Fusiliers, regimental number 46721. He was also promoted to the rank of Corporal. He was killed in action on the Western Front, on 16th June 1917. He is also remembered on the Arras Memorial.

Septimus Anderson
Septimus was born in Urpeth Colliery, County Durham in about 1882, the son of George and Mary Ann Anderson. He was employed as a coal miner. He married his wife, Jane Ellen, in about 1906 and they lived at Wakefield Square, Wrekenton, later moving to 8 West View, also in Wrekenton. He served as a Private with 24th Battalion Northumberland Fusiliers (Tyneside Irish), regimental number 24/1605. He was killed in action on the Western Front on 1st July 1916. He is also remembered in Ireland’s Great War Memorial Records, and with a photograph on the Gateshead War Honours Scrapbook 1914-1920.

John William Boggon
John was born in St. Helens, Lancashire in about 1898. In the 1901 census he was living in Turnbull Terrace, Springwell, with his father John, a colliery worker, his mother, Harriet May, and his older and younger sisters, Sophia and Hilda Isabel. His father was born in Usworth so he had returned home with his family, although his mother was born in Selby, Yorkshire. In 1911 the family had moved to 12 Mosside, Wrekenton. John served as a Private in 9th Battalion, Northumberland Fusiliers, regimental number 31544. He was killed in action on the Western Front on 7th February 1917. His name is on the Thiepval Monument.
Robert Coleman
Robert was born in Springwell in about 1893, the son of Robert and Elizabeth Coleman. He had an older brother, John, and a younger sister, May. In 1911 the family lived at 2 Springwell Terrace, Wrekenton and Robert was employed as a quarryman in a stone quarry, while his father was a coal miner. Robert served as a Private with the 1st/5th (Territorial) Battalion, Northumberland Fusiliers, regimental number, 37851. He died of his wounds on the Western Front 11th April 1918.

John Connelly

John was born in 1894, the son of Mark and Margaret Connelly. He lived with his wife, Mary Isabella Connelly, at 1 Quarryfield Road, Gateshead. John enlisted as a Private with 3rd Battalion, Northumberland Fusiliers, regimental number 51875, and it is with this Regiment he is remembered on the memorial. However, he later transferred to 9th Battalion, London Regiment, regimental number 79588. He died of his wounds on the Western Front on 19th September 1918. He is buried in plot: II. D. 17, at Epehy Wood Farm Cemetery, Epehy, Departement de la Somme, Picardie, France.

James Cook

James was born in 1892, the son of George and Eleanor Cook, of Storeys Buildings, Eighton Banks. In the 1901 census he is living with his parents and three older siblings. His father and older brothers were both employed as coal miners. His father died in 1905 and his older sisters must have married as the 1911 census records only James, his mother and older brother. By this time James has also gained employment at the colliery as a pony putter. James served as a Private with 26th Battalion, Northumberland Fusiliers (Tyneside Irish), regimental number 26/836. He died at home on 15th January 1918, and was buried in a war grave in St. Thomas’ churchyard. He is also remembered on Ireland’s Memorial Records 1914-1918.

John Greenwell

John was born in about 1894, the son of Robert and Ellen Greenwell, with an elder sister and two younger brothers. In 1901 the family lived at Fell Place, Springwell Village, and his father was employed as a timekeeper on a mineral railway – probably Bowes or Pelaw Main. By 1911, the family had two further sons and John had left school and joined his father in employment at the mineral railway, working as a railway shunter. The family were living at 14 Prospect Terrace, Eighton Banks. In 1918 the family was living in 8 Hawthorn Terrace, Eighton Banks. John served with 12-13th Battalion, Northumberland Fusiliers, regimental number 20/792 being promoted to the rank of acting 2nd Lieutenant. He was killed in action on the Western Front on 24th October 1918. He is remembered on the Vis-en-Artois Memorial, Haucourt, Pas de Calais, France.

Frederick Harvey

Frederick was born in Esh Winning, County Durham in about 1880. He was employed as a coal miner (hewer) and married his wife, Maria, in about 1903. In 1911 they were living at 10 Heatherdale Terrace, Wrekenton, with their three children, Ernest and Herman, who were six and four, and Annie who was four months at the time of the census. He served as a Private with 19th Battalion, Northumberland Fusiliers (Tyneside Pioneers), regimental number 19/1254. He died of his wounds on the Western Front on 26th August 1916.
Robert Holmes

Robert was born in about 1877, the son of Absalom and Sarah Holmes of 11 Moss Side, Wrekenton. He and his brothers followed their father into employment as coal miners. One of his brothers, William, is also remembered on the memorial. In the 1911 census the family included two other siblings and his two year old niece, Violet. Robert enlisted in Newcastle as a Private with 20th Battalion, Northumberland Fusiliers (Tyneside Scottish), regimental number 20/326. He was killed in action on the Western Front on 1st July 1916.

William Holmes

William was born in about 1884, the younger brother of Robert Holmes, who is also remembered on the memorial. William served as a Private with 19th Battalion, Northumberland Fusiliers (Tyneside Pioneers), regimental number 19/229. He died of his wounds on the Western Front on 13th July 1917. He is buried in plot: I. B. 5. at the Tincourt New British Cemetery in the Somme area of France.

T Hutchinson

This may be Thomas Hutchinson who was born in County Durham and served with 19th Battalion, Northumberland Fusiliers, regimental number 19/426. He was killed on 1st June 1916 and is buried at Vielle Chapelle Military Cemetery in Pas de Calais, France.
John Ivers

John Ivers was born in Low Fell in about 1886. He was the eldest of a family of eleven. His parents were William and Mary Ann Ivers, and in 1911, they were living at 51 High Street, Wrekenton. John, his father, and his next two brothers, Edward and William, were all coal miners. He served as a Private with 27th Battalion, Northumberland Fusiliers, (Tyneside Irish) with the regimental number 27/1339. He was killed in action at the Battle of the Somme, on 1st July 1916. His name is on the Thiepval Monument.

John Edwin Jennings

John was born in Felling, in about 1884, the son of Robert and Catherine Jennings. His father was employed as a coal miner and he had two elder brothers. In 1891 the family were living at Wrekenton Row. His eldest brother, James was also now working as a miner. In 1901 John was employed as a coal putter and boarding with the Parks family also in Wrekenton Row. In 1911 he was employed as a cartman and lived at 98 St. Cuthberts Road, Gateshead with his wife, Agnes, and their five year old son, Thomas. He served as a Private with 26th Battalion, Northumberland Fusiliers (Tyneside Irish), regimental number 26/360. He was killed in action on the Western Front on 11th May 1916. He is also remembered in Ireland’s Memorial Records 1914-1918.

William Rainey Knott

William was born in Acaster Malbis, a village near York, in about 1897. He was the eldest of four children of George and Jane Annie Knott. The family spent much of William’s childhood living in North Shields, firstly at 38 Nelson Street, then at 3 Grey Street, as it would have been convenient for his father’s career in the Merchant Navy. George was also a victim of the War and is also remembered on the memorial. Some time after 1911 the family came to live at Kensington House, Wrekenton, however William enlisted in North Shields and served with 1st/7th Battalion, Northumberland Fusiliers, regimental number 291667. He was killed in action on the Western Front on 26th October 1917.

Michael Mulcairn

Michael was born in Wrekenton 1885, the youngest of four sons of Thomas and Mary who were both born in Ireland. In the 1891 census the family name is spelled Mulkearn. Thomas was employed as a milk cow keeper and Michael’s eldest brother John was a coal miner. The family lived at 6 Victoria Square, Wrekenton. The name was spelled Mulcairn in the 1901 census when the family lived in Back Ship Lane, Wrekenton. In 1911 census Michael, was employed as a coal hewer and boarding with the Cullen family at 21 Ship Lane, Wrekenton. His surname is spelled Mulkerrin. Michael served as a Private with 25th Battalion (Tyneside Irish), Northumberland Fusiliers, regimental number 25/1128. His military records all have his name as Michael Mulkern. He died on the Western Front on 23rd March 1918. He is buried in plot: VIII. C. 5 at the H. A. C. Cemetery, Ecoust-St. Mein, Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France. This cemetery was originally begun during the war for men of the 2nd Battalion, Honourable Artillery Company, but was expanded after the Armistice with men from other Regiments, who were buried in smaller cemeteries in the local area. Michael is also remembered in Ireland’s Memorial Records 1914-1918.
George Pegg

George was born in about 1898, the son of Samuel and Elizabeth Pegg, with seven brothers and sisters, recorded on the 1911 census, at which time he was still at school. His father was employed as a coal hewer and the family lived at 9, Ship Lane, Wrekenton. George served as a Private with 3rd Battalion, Northumberland Fusiliers, regimental number 51874. He later transferred to 9th Battalion, Royal Fusiliers (City of London Regiment), regimental number 79543. He died on the Western Front on 30th August 1918. He is buried in the Daours Communal Cemetery in France.

R Pegg
He may have been Robert Pegg was born in about 1895 and was the brother of Charles and George Pegg who are also remembered on the memorial.
Patrick Quinn

Patrick Quinn was born in about 1888 in the Parish of Ballinderrin, County Galway, Ireland. His parents were Martin and Bridget Quinn. In 1911 he was boarding with the Dowd family at 28 Eighton Terrace, Wrekenton and employed as a coal miner. During the war he served as a Private with 24th Battalion, Northumberland Fusiliers (Tyneside Irish), regimental number 24/506. He died of his wounds on the Western Front on 9th July 1916. He is buried in the St. Sever Cemetery, Rouen, France. He is also remembered on Ireland’s Memorial Records 1914-1918. However this states that he was 35 when he died when every other source states he was 28.

Adam Ridley

Adam was born in Stanley, County Durham in about 1897, the son of Andrew and Mary Ridley. His father was employed as a navvy, but by 1911 the family had moved to Potts Houses, Eighton Banks, and his father was employed as a Colliery stone man. He enlisted in Newcastle giving his address as Wrekenton and served as a Private with the Northumberland Fusiliers, regimental number 34208, with whom he is remembered on the memorial at St Thomas’ Church. However he later transferred to 2nd Battalion, Royal Dublin Fusiliers, regimental number 41186. He was killed in action on the Western Front on 16th August 1917. He is also remembered in Ireland’s Memorial Records 1914-1918, and on the Tyne Cot Memorial, Zonnebeke, West Flanders, Belgium.

H Smith
H Smith is probably Harold Smith, the younger brother of Edwin Smith who is also remembered on the memorial. He was born in about 1899. He served as a Lance Corporal with 1st/4th Territorial Battalion, Northumberland Fusiliers, regimental number 235188. He was killed in action on the Western Front on 26th May 1918.
Joseph Stott

Joseph was born in about 1886, the oldest of six children of Robert and Mary Stott of 6 Ravensworth Villas, Wrekenton. He was also the brother of Edwin John Stott, who is also remembered on the memorial. On the 1911 census the family lived at 2 Ravensworth Villas, Wrekenton. His father was a self employed master saddler and Joseph was a shop assistant possibly in his father's business. Stotts Saddlers was still in business in Wrekenton until at least 1960 along Black Road beside Wrekenton Methodist Church. Joseph served as a Private with the Northumberland Hussars, regimental number 270426. He later transferred to 12/13th Battalion, Northumberland Fusiliers, regimental number either 34207 or 235726. He was killed in action on the Western Front on 8th October 1918. His buried in the Prospect Hill Cemetery at Gouy, France.

Thomas C Thompson
Thomas was born in about 1890, one of six children of William and Elizabeth Thompson of 18 Boundary House, Wrekenton. In 1911 he was employed as a coal hewer along with his father and older brother. He is recorded on the memorial as serving with the Northumberland Fusiliers. However the most probable military records refer to a man who was born and lived in Wrekenton and served as a Private with 1st/9th Battalion, Durham Light Infantry, regimental number 18210. It is possible that he transferred regiments at some point although we have not found a record of this so far. He was killed in action on the Western Front on 28th March 1918. He is remembered with a photograph in the Gateshead War Honours Scrapbook.

Andrew Watson

Andrew was born in Wrekenton in about 1881, the son of John Thomas and Jane Watson. Sadly his father died when he was about five years old and the family lived with his maternal grandfather. On the 1911 census he is shown as living with his wife, Sarah Jane, their two daughters and a son at Favels Houses Eighton Banks. He was employed below ground at a colliery as a Deputy Overman. He enlisted in Gateshead and served as a Private with 12/13th Battalion, Northumberland Fusiliers, regimental number 83148. He died of his wounds on the Western Front on 24th October 1918.

Durham Light Infantry
Alexander Airey

Alexander was born in 1898, the son of Joseph and Marion Airey. The family were farm workers and had originally lived in Cumberland. He was the younger brother of Richard Airey, who is also remembered on the Cross in the churchyard. He enlisted at Gateshead on 23rd May 1916 when he was living at Team Colliery, Low Eighton. He was 18 years old and a horseman. He served as a Private firstly with 5th Reserve Battalion, then with 13th Battalion, Durham Light Infantry, regimental number 100552. He was killed in action on the Western Front, on 9th October 1918. After his death it was necessary for the family to give their details to receive his personal effects and medals. His parents, brother and sister were at Team Colliery Farm, Low Eighton and a married sister in Morpeth and all these gave their names in 1919.  Their details were countersigned by the vicar of Lamesley. He is remembered on the Cross in St. Thomas churchyard, but not on the Plaque in the nave. He is also remembered on the Memorial at Vis-en-Artois, France.

Henry Blacklock

Henry was born in Birtley in about 1880 and was a butcher when he grew up. He married Elizabeth Ann Million, known as Lizzie. He served as a Private with 19th Battalion, Durham Light Infantry as a private at the age of 35 on a short service attestation. His regimental number was 40365. He was killed in action on the Western Front, on 25th March 1918.
John Davison

John was born in Perkinsville, County Durham, in about 1884. He married his wife, Margaret, at Gateshead Registry Office on 4th April 1908. They had one son and three daughters. The lived at 14 Boundary House, Wrekenton, and John was employed as a coal miner. He enlisted in Birtley as a Private with 12th Battalion, Durham Light Infantry, regimental number 18815. He died of his wounds on the Western Front on 6th July 1916. 

John Moore

John Moore 2102 was in the DLI 1/9th Battalion and was born in Shotley Bridge but living in Springwell when he enlisted in Gateshead.  He was killed in action on the Western Front on 6th June 1916.  The 1911 census shows a John Moore, a hewer, who was born in Shotley Bridge in 1887, living at 17 Chapel Street, Felling with his wife and two daughters.  So the family must have moved to Springwell after this before John enlisted.
Henry McPherson

Henry McPhearson as his name was normally written was in the 10th battalion of the DLI, number 14090.  He was killed in action on the Western Front on 31st July 1915.  He had been shown in 1911 at The Blacking, Eighton Banks, with his parents and five brothers and sisters aged from 22 to 11.  He was a stone putter and was 20 years old.  The Blacking or The Blacking Factory as on the 1901 census was on a plot behind Rockcliffe Way just north of Walmer Terrace and is now a private garden. In 1912 he married his wife Jane and they lived at 3 Greenwells Buildings, Wrekenton.  Jane was at 26 Mansfield Street Gateshead when she received news of a war pension for herself and their daughter.

James Frazer McMillan
James was born in Sunderland in 1890 and was married to Violet McMillan.  They lived at Wakefield Square, Wrekenton. He enlisted in Gateshead and served as a Private with 1st/5th Battalion Durham Light Infantry, regimental number 201328. He was killed in action on the Western Front on 28th October 1917. He is remembered on the Tyne Cot Memorial, Zonnebeke, West Flanders, Belgium.
George Proudlock
George lived in Wrekenton in about 1894, the second of four children of John and Dinah Proudlock. In 1911 the family lived at 10 Rock Cottages, Wrekenton. George was employed as a putter in a coal mine while his father and older brother, Frederick were both coal hewers. George served as a Private with 1st/8th Battalion, Durham Light Infantry, regimental number 302169. He was killed in action on the Western Front on 26th March 1918.

George Ritson

George was born in Wrekenton in about 1888, the son of William and Jane Ann Ritson. His father was employed as a coal hewer. Sadly his mother died when he was about twelve and his father was a left as a widower with seven children from late teens to about two years old. In 1901 the family were living at 5 Ship Lane and George had joined his father and elder brother in employment at a colliery, working underground as a coal driver at the age of thirteen. In the 1911 census William was living at Armstrongs Buildings, Eighton Banks with three daughters and a granddaughter. George is recorded as boarding with John and Sarah Elizabeth Moore at 29 Hyde Terrace, Gosforth, while employed as a coal hewer, as is another boarder, John Ritson, born in Windy Nook in about 1874 and possibly a cousin.  George enlisted as a Private with the Durham Light Infantry, regimental number 22888, at Seaham Harbour, and it is with this regiment that he is remembered on the memorial in St. Thomas Church. However he later transferred to the Machine Gun Corps, regimental number 148578. He was killed in action on the Western Front on 27th September 1918. He is buried in plot: VII. B. 7 at the Flesquieres Hill British Cemetery, Flesquieres, Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France. 
Richard Rutter
Richard Rutter was born in Windy Nook in about 1885, the eldest of eight children of John George and Charlotte Rutter. In 1911 they lived at 167 High Street, Wrekenton. Both Richard and his father worked above ground at a coal mine. He served as a Private with 1st/8th Battalion, Durham Light Infantry, regimental number 2729. He was killed in action on the Western Front on 26th April 1915. He is also remembered with a photograph on the Gateshead War Honours Scrapbook, although the caption on the cutting reads merely “missing”.

Robert Scott

Robert was born in 1883, the son of Robert and Harriett Scott, of Robsons Buildings, Eighton Banks. His father and one of his two older brothers were employed as colliery safety lamp inspectors. His other brother was also a colliery worker being employed as a fireman on a stationary winding engine. However Robert gained employment with the Co-op as a grocer’s assistant. In 1911 his two brothers were now working as coal hewers while his father was still working as a colliery lamp repairer at the age of 71. Robert also had a younger sister and brother. Robert served as a Private with 1st/5th Battalion, Durham Light Infantry, regimental number 250581. He died of his wounds on 9th April 1918.

John Albert Stephenson

John Albert Stephenson was born in Springwell, in about 1894, the son of Joseph and Jane Stephenson. He was known by his middle name, Albert, which is how he is remembered on the memorial. In 1911 he was employed as a miner-braker, while several of his brothers were also miners. His father and eldest brother, William, were employed as cartmen. The family lived at 8, Fourth Street, Heworth Colliery. In 1917 his parents lived at 27 Thomas Street, Eighton Banks. He served as a Private in 1st/9th Battalion, Durham Light Infantry, regimental number 270005. He was killed in action on the Western Front on 14th April 1917. At the time of his death he was the widower of the late Alice Stephenson. He is remembered on the Arras Memorial, in the Faubourg-d’Amiens Cemetery, Arras, France.

Edward Charlton Wilkinson

Edward Charlton Wilkinson is buried in a war grave in St. Thomas Churchyard but is not named on either the Cross in the churchyard or the plaque in the nave. He is described there as number 2992 of the DLI who died on 30th June 1915 aged 35.  His funeral took place on 4th July.  His military record indicates he died at home, presumably as a result of his wartime service. He was a member of the 2/6th battalion of the DLI.  He enlisted at Spennymoor where he lived with his wife Elizabeth. They had married there in 1902.  In 1911 they lived at Dobson's Buildings Spennymoor with their two children Margaret and Walton born 1904 and 1910.  Margaret had been born at The Mount Eighton Banks so presumably they lived there at first.  In 1901 Edward had been living in Long Row, The Mount, Eighton Banks, with his mother who had remarried William Barron, two Barron half siblings and two Wilkinson siblings from his mother's first marriage. William was a hewer aged 21 and was said to have been born in Birtley. A Private E Wilkinson of 9th Battalion Durham Light Infantry is remembered in the Gateshead War Honours Scrapbook although the caption on the photograph reads “wounded”. 

T Wilkinson
There was a T Wilkinson living in Thomas Street.  There was a T Wilkinson who enlisted in Stockton, regimental number 4759, possibly the same man.
Royal Engineers

Lindsay Anderson

Lindsay was born in Monkwearmouth in 1897, the eldest of four children of John Willis and Margaret Ann Anderson. He was christened on 16th May 1897, although the record of this mistakenly has him as a girl, presumably on account of his name. His father was employed as a manual engineer (turner). By 1911 he had been promoted to a foreman engineer in a colliery and the family had moved to 1 Thomas Street, Eighton Banks. He originally served with the Royal Engineers, regimental number 188169 and it is with this regiment that he is remembered on the church memorial. However at the time he was killed in action on the Western Front on 4th October 1917, he was serving as a Private with 10th Battalion, King’s Own Yorkshire Light Infantry, regimental number 43643. He is remembered on the Tyne Cot Memorial, Zonnebeke, West Flanders, Belgium.

William Brown

William was born in Gateshead in about 1874, the son of Andrew and Jane Brown. Before the First World War he served for 16 years with the Royal Engineers before returning to civilian life. In 1915 he answered the call for volunteers and rejoined the Royal Engineers with the rank of Sapper on a short service attestation, regimental number 102603. He served as a tunnellers mate with the 174th Tunnelling Company. His enlistment form from 1915 shows that his address is 1 Flag End Terrace, Eighton Banks, He died from the effects of a mine explosion on the Western Front on 14th October 1915. His next of kin was a brother in Darlington, John, who inherited his personal effects and medals. He also had a brother, George, in Milvain Street Gateshead. He was first buried in the village cemetery, then re-interred in the Chipilly Communal Cemetery, part of the Morlancourt Group of cemeteries in France.
Welsh Regiment
Alexander H. Barron

Alexander was born in Birtley in about 1898, the son of Henry and Hannah Barron, with three sisters and two brothers according to the 1901 census. His father was employed as a coal miner and the family lived at Coach Road, Cross Row, Eighton Banks. On the 1911 census he is mistakenly named as Alexandria. He had two more sisters and his father was now employed as a colliery stoneman. The family had also moved to Thomas Street, probably number 25, as this was his address when he enlisted in Newcastle in 1917, having previously been employed as a miner. He served as a Private with 14th Battalion, the Welsh Regiment, regimental number 59348. He was killed in action at Ypres, Belgium, on 31st July 1917 and is remembered on the Menin Gate.

Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers

John G. Atkinson

John was born in about 1892, the son of James and Elizabeth Atkinson of Walmer Terrace, Eighton Banks. His father was employed as a coal miner and after leaving school John became a served an apprenticeship with the Co-Op as a grocer. He had a younger adopted brother and an aunt and a lodger were also living with the family on the 1911 census. He served as a Private with 11th Battalion, Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers, regimental number 18907. He was killed in action in France on 1st July 1916. He is also remembered on Ireland’s Memorial Records 1914-1918, and with a photograph in the Gateshead War Honours Scrapbook, 1914-1920.

William Dunn Bolam Hunter

William was born in Wrekenton, in the autumn of 1895. In 1911 he was employed as a driver in a coal mine and living with his widowed uncle, Matthew Carruthers, a coal miner, his cousin Mary Farrell and her husband Michael. The family lived at 153 High Street, Wrekenton. He served as a Private with 11th Battalion, Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers, regimental number 18657. He was killed in action on the Western Front, 1st July 1916.

Thomas McGuire
Thomas McGuire was born in about 1876 in Newcastle, the son of Thomas and Elizabeth McGuire. The family moved to Eighton Banks where he spent much of his childhood. He became a coal miner like his father and older brothers. He served as a Private with 2nd Battalion, Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers, regimental number 20929. He was killed in action on the Western Front on 28th February 1917. He is also remembered on Ireland’s Memorial Records 1914-1918.

Robert Wardle

Robert was born in Windy Nook in about 1881, the son of William and Margaret Wardle. William was employed as a coal miner. In 1911 Robert lived on Galloping Green Road with his wife, Isabella and their four year old daughter Mary. He was employed on a colliery wagon way. He served as a Private with 11th Battalion, Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers, regimental number 18685. He died of his wounds on the Western Front on 18th August 1917. He is also remembered on Ireland’s Memorial Records 1914-1918.

Lincolnshire Regiment

James Dryden

James was born at Mount Pleasant, Birtley in 1881. On the 1901 census he was employed as a time served plasterer and the family lived at Saltwell Road, Gateshead. James was married to Louisa Emily Murphy in 1904 but she died aged 26 in 1909. In 1907 he was discharged from the Royal Artillery after serving three and a half years. On the 1911 census he was living with his parents and four younger siblings at Vale Houses Eighton Banks, and was employed as a colliery labourer.  He married Elizabeth Airey on 24th February 1912 at St Thomas' Eighton Banks and their son, Wilfred James, was born on 29th November 1913 in Springwell, and was baptised at St Thomas' in 1914.  Sadly Wilfred died later that year. James is listed in the Lincolnshire Regiment on the memorial but in fact he served in several different regiments before and during the First World War.    In 1914 he joined the Royal Horse and Field Artillery as number 96576 on August 21st.  He was discharged on 14th October.  On 26th July 1916 he joined the Lincolnshire Regiment as number 29336 and was posted for duty the next day.  On 19th September 1916 he was transferred to the 25th works battalion of the Durham Light Infantry as number 29189.  This battalion was disbanded so he was transferred to the Labour Corps as number 169752 but he was at the time a patient in Bracebridge hospital, Lincoln, so strictly should not have been transferred but his transfer was allowed to stand and he was moved to Winterton hospital, Durham. He was discharged on 10th October 1918 as physically unfit.  James died on 26th November 1918. His funeral took place at St. Thomas’ Church on 1st December 1918. He is buried in St Thomas' churchyard with his parents and other family members. His disability was not attributable to his war service but was aggravated by it so his widow was awarded a pension dated from 11th October 1918.  James' widow was living in Renforth Street, Dunston, when she received a pension.  

Royal Field Artillery

George Michael Chrisp

George was born into a coal mining family in St. Thomas Parish in about 1897. His parents were George and Margaret Chrisp, and he was the fourth of ten children. The family lived at 15 Long Row, Mount Village in 1911. He served as a Driver/Gunner with the Royal Field Artillery, regimental number 232314. He was killed in action at Ypres in Flanders, Belgium, on the Western Front on 9th December 1917 and is buried there.
Thomas Dobson

Thomas was born in about 1891, the eldest son of Thomas and Elizabeth Dobson. The family were dairy farmers and owned Galloping Green Farm, alongside St. Thomas’ Church. After leaving school, Thomas became an assistant dairyman to his father. He enlisted in Newcastle and served as a Gunner with the Royal Horse Artillery and Royal Field Artillery, regimental number 222512. He died at home on 26th November 1918, and was buried in the family grave at St. Thomas’ Church on 1st December 1918. A War Grave headstone commemorates him but records that he is buried elsewhere in the churchyard. Galloping Green Farm was owned by the Dobson family for many years after.

Edwin John Stott

Edwin was the fourth of six sons of Robert and Mary Stott of 6 Ravensworth Villas, Wrekenton and was born in about 1891. One of his older brothers was Joseph Stott who is also remembered on the memorial. In 1911 Edwin was employed as a colliery clerk. He served as a territorial with the Royal Horse Artillery and Royal Field Artillery with 50th Division Ammunition Col., regimental number 772135, and was promoted to Acting Bombardier. He died of pneumonia on active service on the Western Front on 17th November 1918, at the age of 27. He is buried in Busigny Cemetery, in Northern France.

Kings Own Scottish Borderers

Vincent Chisholm

Vincent was born in Berwick on Tweed and later lived in Wrekenton. He married Mary Ellen Littlefair in Felling in 1912. She was the sister of Thomas Littlefair who is also remembered on the memorial at St. Thomas’ Church. She was born in 1892.  In 1911 she lived at Pasture Field, Long Bank, Eighton Banks. He served as a Lance Corporal with 2nd Battalion, Kings Own Scottish Borderers, regimental number 9150, on a short service attestation. He had previously served with this regiment at least between the years 1905-1910. He was killed in action on the Western Front on 6th February 1915. Mary was living at Ivy View, Long Bank when he died and had to raise their two children born in 1912 and 1914 on a widow’s pension. His mother was living at Bill Quay at this time. Vincent is buried in plot: I. N. 30, Rue-Petillon Military Cemetery, Fleurbaix, Pas-de-Calais, France.

Machine Gun Corps
Henry Edward Codling D.C.M.

Henry was born in Cambo Northumberland in about 1888, the fourth of six children of Henry and Mary Codling. On the 1911 census he lived at Sandy Lane and with his parents, one brother and one sister, and was employed as a bookbinder. He served as a Private in the Durham Light Infantry, regimental number 36770.  He later transferred to the 191st Machine Gun Company, part of the Machine Gun Corps, with the regimental number 58559. On 26th January 1918 he was awarded the Distinguished Conduct Medal. His citation reads;


For conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty. At a critical moment during an attack his gun came under heavy shell-fire and all the team became casualties. Although he himself was wounded in the face, he kept his gun in action single-handed, in spite of continual shelling, and remained at his post until reinforcements arrived, displaying exceptional pluck and devotion to duty.

He was killed in action on the Western Front on 1st June 1918. He is buried in plot: I. BB. 8 at the Marfaux British Cemetery, Marfaux, Departement de la Marne, Champagne-Ardenne, France.

Harold Liddle

Harold was born in Felling in about 1896, the fourth of five children of Joseph and Ruth Liddle. In 1911 the family lived in Windy Nook. Joseph was a butcher and Harold was employed as a coal miner. He served as a Private with the Durham Light Infantry, regimental number 28245, and later transferred to the Machine Gun Corps, regimental number 39757. He died of his wounds on the Western Front on 16th September 1917.

Loyal North Lancashire Regiment

John Joicey

John was born in Heworth in about 1895, the son of James and Jane Ann Joicey and had a brother, William, who was a year younger. In the 1911 census his fathers’ occupation is described as a “stone miner in a coal mine”, while he and William were both horse drivers, below ground in a coal mine. The family were living at 4 Hawthorn Terrace, Eighton Banks. He enlisted in 1915 and served as a Private in the East Yorkshire Regiment, regimental number, 29244. He then transferred to the 1st/5th Battalion, Loyal North Lancashire Regiment, regimental number 260114. He was killed in action on 30th November 1917. He is also remembered on the Cambrai Memorial, Louverval, Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France.
Yorkshire Hussars

Isaac Lowery

Isaac was born about 1886, the son of William and Hannah Lowery. In 1911 they lived in Gowland Square, Wrekenton, and Isaac was employed as a coal miner. He served as a Private with 7th Battalion, Alexandra Princess of Wales Own Yorkshire Hussars, regimental number 39164. He died of his wounds on the Western Front on 4th August 1917. He is buried in plot: VI. B. 12, Duisans British Cemetery in Duisans, Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France.

Canadian Expeditionary Force
James W Moore

James was born on 12th April 1891, one of six children of William George and Mary Jane Moore. His father was a publican and ran the Waggon Inn, Eighton Banks where family lived at the time of the 1911 census. James was an unemployed coal putter at the time. He must have emigrated for a new life in Canada as he enlisted in Victoria, British Coliumbia on 3rd January 1916 and served as a Private with 102nd Battalion, of the Canadian Infantry, regimental number 706482. His parents had remained in Gateshead where his father later ran the Half Moon Inn, Wrekenton. His elder brother, Jasper Moore, lived in the Eighton Banks area all his life and died in 1968. James died on the Western Front on 13th June 1917, and is remembered on the Vimy Ridge Memorial.

King’s Own Royal Lancashire Regiment

John William Musgrove

John was born in West Cornforth in 1892 the son of William and Jane Musgrove. The 1901 census shows John living with his mother in Cornforth Lane, Sedgefield.  She was a widow as William had died in 1894. Sadly she also died the following year.  John's sister Esther who was six years older had left home. She married Henry Calvert in 1909 in Stockton and in 1911 John was living with, Esther and her husband in Croft, North Yorkshire. John was a farm labourer horseman. Esther died on 22nd November 1915. John served as a Private with 1st/5th Battalion, King’s Own Royal Lancashire Regiment, regimental number 28058. When he enlisted John's address is given first as Springwell Farm Cottages where presumably he was again a farmworker but it is crossed out and 23 Eighton Terrace written instead. He died of his wounds on the Western Front on 17th March 1918. He had no widow, so the vicar of Eighton Banks, Rev Fleetwood, was asked to verify that his next of kin were his nephew Sidney, aged seven, and niece Dora, aged five, living in 23 Eighton Terrace Wrekenton with their father, Henry Calvert. John must have continued living with his brother in law when his sister died. All John's possessions and medals were sent to Henry as his children's guardian in trust for them. John is buried in plot: VIII. B. 17, at Lapugnoy Military Cemetery, Lapugnoy, Pas-de-Calais, France. His name is often recorded as Musgrave.

Royal Warwickshire Regiment

George Smith
George was born in about 1882, the son of William and Mary Smith, of Pasture Field, Eighton Banks. His father was employed as a freestone quarryman and George followed him into this occupation. In the 1911 census he was living at Favels Houses, Eighton Banks with his wife, Polly, and their three year old son John Thomas. He served firstly as a Private with the Durham Light Infantry, regimental number 25393, but later transferred to 16th Battalion, Royal Warwickshire Regiment, regimental number 21136. He died of his wounds on the Western Front on 13th October 1917.

Prince of Wales’s Own (West Yorkshire) Regiment
Edwin Smith

Edwin was born in 1890, the son of Hugh and Elizabeth Smith of Warwick House, Wrekenton. He had four older siblings and four younger ones. His father was a self-employed butcher and Edwin’s elder brothers became butchers with the family business, but Edwin gained employment as a mason. He served as a Private with 1st/8th Battlion, Prince of Wales’s Own (West Yorkshire) Regiment, regimental number 27538. He had transferred from the Durham Light Infantry, regimental number 30504. He was killed in action on the Western Front on 9th October 1917. Smith's butcher shop was still in Wrekenton High Street until well into the second half of the twentieth century.

Royal Hampshire Regiment

Richard Airey

Richard was born in 1893, the son of Joseph and Marion Airey of 9 Oliver Crescent, Birtley. He was the older brother of Alexander who is also remembered on the memorial. The family were originally from Cumberland where Joseph and his elder sons were farm workers. Richard served as a Rifleman with 1st/8th Battalion, Royal Hampshire Regiment, regimental number 331559. He died in Israel on 19th April 1917 and is remembered on the Jerusalem Memorial. He is remembered on the Cross in St. Thomas Churchyard, but not on the Plaque in the nave.

Royal Army Service Corps

William Dixon

William had been born in 1885.  In 1911 he and his wife Margaret, just married, were living at 11a West View, Wrekenton.  William was a hewer. On 19th November 1914 he joined the Gateshead Reserve Company as a driver, number T/951. When he enlisted they lived at Wakes Yard, Wrekenton. He became number T4/250211 in the Royal Army Service Corps, 664th Company.    He was posted on 1st September 1916 and went to Salonika on 3rd January 1917.  He was demobbed at Woolwich on 5th April 1919, described as sick and wounded.  He was buried at St Thomas' Eighton Banks on 7th October 1920. Margaret had to raise three children, two boys and a girl, on a widow’s pension.  The youngest had been born on 12th December 1919. William Dixon is remembered on the cross in the churchyard but not on the plaque in the nave.

Royal Marines
Richard Aspinall

Richard was born in West Cornforth, County Durham, on 1st April 1895, the third of four children of John and Jane Aspinall. In 1911, the family lived at 12 Boundary Houses, Wrekenton and Richard was employed as a pony driver in a colliery, while his father was a hewer. His military records later show his address as 28 Eighton Terrace, Springwell. Richard served as a Private with the Royal Marine Cyclist Company, later transferring to 2nd Battalion, Royal Marine Light Infantry. His number was Po/350 (S). He was killed on the Western Front on 17th February 1917 and his name is on the Thiepval Monument.
Edward Musgrove Bates

Edward, who was apparently known as Ned, was born on 3rd March 1895, in Windy Nook, the eldest of five children of James and Mary Bates. His father was employed as a coal miner and the family lived at 28 Eighton Terrace, Wrekenton. Edward served as a Private with the 2nd Battalion, Royal Marines, number Po/272 (S). He was killed at Gallipoli on 31st December 1915 and is buried at Redoubt Cemetery, Helles, Gallipoli, Turkey.
Norman Coleman

Norman was born on 15th February 1895, the son of John and Jane Coleman of 48 Wrekenton Row. On the 1911 census he was employed as a coal miner as was his father. The family were living at 10 Ship Lane, Wrekenton. He served as a Private with the Royal Marines “Portsmouth Battalion”, number PO/655 (S). He died at Gallipoli on 5th May 1915, of wounds received in action, and was buried at sea.

Richard Clarkson

Richard was born in Heworth on 6th September 1895, the fourth of eight children of John and Elizabeth Clarkson. In 1911 the family lived at Jubilee Avenue. He was employed as a “coal miner off-hand” while his father and two older brothers were also coal miners. The family later moved to 47 Thomas Street, Eighton Banks. He enlisted on a short service attestation on 13th October 1914 and served as a Private with the Royal Marines “Portsmouth Battalion”, number PO/641 (S). His Battalion was involved in the Gallipoli campaign and on 13th July 1915 he suffered gunshot wounds to his arm and abdomen. He died two days later on 15th July 1915 on board the hospital ship ‘Rewa’ and was buried at sea. He is also remembered on the Portsmouth Naval Memorial.

Charles Pegg

Charles was born on 28th March 1893, the second of eight children of Samuel and Elizabeth Ann Pegg of 9 Hunters Square, Wrekenton, later 9 Ship Lane, Wrekenton. In 1911 Charles and his elder brother, James, were coal putters, while their father was a hewer. Two of his brothers, Robert and George are also remembered on the memorial in St. Thomas Church. He enlisted as a Private with 2nd Battalion, Royal Marines, number Po/249 (S), on a short service attestation on 20th October 1914. He died on the Western Front on 28th April 1917. However one source records him as killed in action, another as missing, presumed killed. His name is on the Arras Memorial in Pas-de-Calais, France, and he is also remembered with a photograph on the Gateshead War Honours Scrapbook, although the caption on the cutting reads merely “wounded”.

Merchant Navy

George Knott

George was married to Jane Annie Knott and was the father of William Rainey Knott, who is also remembered on the memorial. The family lived at Kensington House, Wrekenton. He was not listed on the census of either 1901 or 1911 presumably as he was at sea. He was Master of the S.S. Spennymoor, a collier built in 1915, on the River Wear by J. Blumer & Co, and owned by Moor Line Ltd, (W. Runciman & Co). On 28th May 1915 it was on its maiden voyage from Sunderland to Cardiff when it was sunk by the German submarine UC-41, fifty miles southwest of Start Point, Devon. George was one of five crew members who died. He is also remembered on the Mercantile Marine Memorial, at Tower Hill, London. There is a commemorative window for him in Christ Church, North Shields.

Royal Navy

Joseph Birkett

Joseph was born in Pelton Fell, County Durham on 17th June 1893, the eldest of three children of Thomas and Barbara Birkett. In 1911, the family were living at 62 Queens Street, Birtley. Joseph was employed as a colliery shaft boy while his father was also a miner. Joseph served in the Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve with the Hood Battalion Royal Naval Division, a shore based infantry unit. His service number was Tyneside. Z./4784 and his rank was Able Seaman. His cause of death is recorded as “killed or died as a direct result of enemy action” on 3rd September 1918. His mother Barbara was recorded as his next of kin and was living at Glee Villa, Eighton Banks. He is buried in plot: III. F. 15 at the Bac-du-Sud British Cemetery, Bailleuval, Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France.
Joseph Elliott

Joseph was a petty officer with the Hawke battalion of the RNVR Number Tyneside Z/3384.  He was born on 28th July 1895.  He enlisted on 19th January 1915 and in December 1915 he joined the Hawke battalion at Mudros, Greece. On 13th November 1916 he was listed as missing assumed killed in action.  In his record there is said to be no information as to the location of his grave, but he is commemorated on the Thiepval memorial.  He was said to have been a miner and the family lived at 82 William Street, Hebburn Quay before moving to 15 Boundary Houses, Wrekenton after 1911.  His father, Joseph Harrison Elliott, was given as his next of kin.
Thomas Greenwood

The records show an Able Seaman Thomas Greenwood, but not a Petty Officer, which is how he is recorded on the memorial. He was born on 25th March 1897. He lived with his wife Sarah Annie at 2 Walkers Buildings, Eighton Banks. He enlisted with 3rd Battalion, Royal Navy Volunteer Reserve, number Z/2529, on January 2nd 1915 and was posted to Crystal Palace Depot, then Blandford and back to Crystal Palace before joining HMS Victory VI from May 1916 to February 1919.  This was actually a shore establishment at Crystal Palace that carried the pay accounts for other units.  He was demobbed on 24th February 1919.  He died after demob, and his funeral took place at St Thomas, Eighton Banks on 30th September 1919.

Matthew Lowes

Matthew was born on 11th November 1892, the eldest child of Matthew Lowes, a coal hewer, and his wife Ellen. He married Rosanna Steel in late 1913 and they lived with her family at 15 Wrekenton Row. He enlisted with the Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve with the Hawke Battalion Royal Naval Division, a shore based infantry unit on 11th November 1914. His service number was Tyneside. Z./1391, and his rank was Able Seaman. He suffered from Jaudice which required hospital treatment in the UK, before rejoining his Battalion. His cause of death is recorded as “killed or died as a direct result of enemy action” on 7th April 1918. He is buried in plot: VI. D. 73 at the Doullens Communal Cemetery, Doullens, Departement de la Somme, Picardie, France. He is also remembered with a photograph in the Gateshead War Honours Scrapbook.

Thomas Neville

Thomas was born on in Pelton on 20th April 1890. He married his wife Margaret in 1914 and initially they lived in Pelton but later moved to 33 High Street, Wrekenton. He served in the Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve with the Howe Battalion Royal Naval Division, a shore based infantry unit. His service number was Tyneside. Z./1012, and his rank was Able Seaman. He was posted to Mudros 9/4/16 to man anti aircraft guns, but was returned home before being posted to the Western Front. He died from presumed natural causes on 14th January 1918. He is buried in Fifteen Ravine British Cemetery, Villers Plouich, France.

Austin Tracey

Austin was number Z/2424 in the 2nd battalion of the RND.  His record states that he was born on 12th November 1896 and his home address was 28 Sandy Lane Eighton Banks. The record gives his religion as Roman Catholic.  An Austin Tracey enlisted in the 2nd Battalion RND on 29th December 1914 and in 1915 was sent to HMS Bellerophon which was in Devonport for a refit.  On 26th June 1915 he was drafted from the 2nd battalion to Portsmouth for duty with the Grand Fleet.  It seems that he was free in 1916 to enlist in Newcastle with the Northumberland Fusiliers 12th Battalion where he was number 24182. His naval record states that he forfeited his medals possibly because he left the service to join another regiment. He was killed in action on the Western Front on July 1st 1916 when he was not yet twenty years old. Austin is listed on the 1911 census with his family in Sandy Lane Eighton Banks.  He was fourteen years old and the middle child of five.  His father Patrick was a hewer and Austin was already working as a 'flatter' in a mine below ground. 
John George Waggott

John George Waggitt, as the name is spelt in the military records, was Number Z/5074 in the Tyneside Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve.  He was in Drake Battalion.  He enlisted on 6th June 1915 and was made an Able Seaman on 6th September that year.  His draft for the Mediterranean Expeditionary Force came on 5th October.  His service took him to various theatres of war and he was reported wounded on 21st March 1918 then this was confirmed as death in France as a result of enemy action.  He is commemorated on the Arras Memorial. John was born on 31st May 1894 in Eighton Banks.  In 1911 and at the time of his death the family lived at 20 Eighton Terrace.  In 1911 John aged 15 was a pony driver in a mine and his father Thomas was a hewer. As well as his parents John lived with three older sibling and two younger brothers.

Robert Wilde
Robert was born on 25th May 1895 in South Shields, the third of four children of Robert and Sarah Wilde. In 1911 the family were living with his stepfather Michael Hennessey, a coal hewer at 42 Eighton Terrace, Springwell Road, Wrekenton. Robert served in the Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve with the Anson Battalion Royal Naval Division, a shore based infantry unit. His service number was Tyneside. Z./1869, and his rank was Able Seaman. He was killed at Gallipoli on 6th May 1915. His final resting place is unknown but he is remembered on the Helles Memorial, Gallipoli, Canakkale, Turkey.
Robert Ellerington Watson

Robert was born on 13th June 1901, the son of William, a coal miner, and his wife Florence, of 3 North View, Moss Side, Wrekenton. He served with the rank of Boy, 2nd Class, on HMS Ganges, a training ship, with the service number J83466. He died from disease on 26th June 1918 at the age of 17, and is buried in St Thomas’ Churchyard.
John Howie Wood

John was born on 7th July 1893, the son of William Gibbon and Martha Jane Wood of 53 High Street, Wrekenton. In 1911 he was employed as a rope minder in a coal mine while his father and older brothers were also colliery workers. His elder sister Mary Ann was a self employed dressmaker. He enlisted on 31st May 1915 in the Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve. He served with the Howe Battalion Royal Naval Division, a shore based infantry unit. His service number was Tyneside. Z./4862, and his rank was Able Seaman. He left his Battalion on 6th November 1915, suffering from dysentery. He rejoined his Battalion from 6th December 1915 to 17th February 1917, but was wounded in the left thigh and invalided back to the U.K. on 4th March 1917. He again rejoined his Battalion on 14th November 1917 but died on the 30th December 1917. His cause of death is recorded as “killed or died as a direct result of enemy action” on 30th December 1917. He is buried in plot: I. D. 15 at the Fifteen Ravine British Cemetery, Villers-Plouich, Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France.
